
Local Liberal Democrat Councillor Mark Pattenden is calling on the government to scrap the council
tax following Labour-run Greenwich council’s decision to raise the tax by another 4%.

Cllr Pattenden says, “This increase comes on top of
a massive increase in domestic electricity and gas
bills and will cause financial hardship for many
households.”

He points out that last year there was a £200 subsidy
from the government for pensioners to reduce the
impact.  “It is unlikely that this will be paid again this
year.  Clearly this was simply to buy off pensioners
and get Labour through the general election!”
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Cllr Mark Pattenden (centre) joins fellow Lib Dem
campaigners Elliot Shubert and Michael Lewis in
the campaign to axe the unfair council tax.

Massive tax rise
“Since the last council elections Labour has increased
the council tax by almost 20% - if you include the
Labour Mayor of London’s tax increases it’s a massive
28% rise,” warns Mark Pattenden.

Fellow Lib Dem campaigner Dr Elliot Shubert adds,
“Labour’s council tax record locally has been poor.
Immediately after the last council elections Labour put
up the council tax by 14% in a single year!”

“Council tax was unfair when the Tories invented it
after their failed POLL TAX.  The Liberal Democrats
would replace the Council tax with a fairer system
based on the ability to pay.”

Council Tax FACT FILE
� 4 years ago the Council Tax in the borough

was £954.  It now stands at £1,222 - a rise
of over 28% (Band D figures)

� The year after the last council elections,
Labour raised the council tax by over 14%

� The Council Tax was originally introduced
by the Conservatives

� Labour recently announced that they were
delaying any council tax reform



Your Local Liberal Democrats Working All Year Round
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Return to: Greenwich Borough Liberal Democrats, FREEPOST
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The local Lib Dem team works hard all year round to
improve our local area.  And you can help too!

� I can display a poster at election time
� I can deliver leaflets in my area

� I enclose a cheque payable to the "Liberal Democrats" for:
£30 � £20 � £10�      Other £......
A donation of £5 or more entitles you to become a member of the Liberal
Democrats.  Tick here if you do not want to join �
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Labour-run Greenwich council is
performing badly in managing its local
housing stock says local Lib Dem CllrCllrCllrCllrCllr
Mark PattendenMark PattendenMark PattendenMark PattendenMark Pattenden.

A recent report shows the Labour council is
failing in key areas:

� Rent arrears have increased by £27,000
since March 2005, despite the council’s
target to reduce them by £500,000.

�   The council is owed a massive £15
million in rent arrears.

� On average it takes 62 days to relet a
vacant council property - well above the
target of 35 days

�   There are 276 vacant council properties
across the borough, which is more than 1%
of the council’s total housing stock

Mark Pattenden comments, “These
figures paint a depressing picture of the
council’s attitude to housing.  The council is
failing its tenants and all residents across the
borough by its inefficient management of
the housing stock.”

Lib Dems launch
“Twenty’s Plenty” Campaign

Eltham South FOCUS Editor Michael Lewis (pictured
above with Lib Dem Cllr Mark Pattenden) has backed the
proposal by Liberal Democrat MPs to make 20 mph
the normal speed limit in all residential areas.

“It would not only improve road safety for residents,
pedestrians and cyclists, but also reduce the number of
people injured and killed”, says Michael Lewis.

"Reducing speed limits would make a dramatic
difference to local communities."

A recent FOCUS team survey of Blanmerle Road in New
Eltham showed that over 80% of residents would
support introducing a 20 mph limit in their road.

If you think that your area would benefit from a 20
mph zone, please contact the FOCUS team (see below)

Your local Lib Dem Councillor Mark
Pattenden holds regular surgeries as
follows:

Contact details and surgeries

Anstridge Community Centre,
Anstridge Rd

First Saturday of each month, 11am - 12noon

New Eltham Library
Last Saturday of each month, 11am - 12 noon

If you'd like to bring something to the Lib Dem
FOCUS team's attention, we can be contacted as
follows:

101 Churchbury Road, Eltham SE9 5HX
Tel. 8265 7200

or email: mark.pattenden@greenwich.gov.uk


